DE MONTAIGNE

Guyenne (1533). Under the principalship of the
distinguished scholar, Andre de Gouvea, a " new
Christian" of Portuguese origin, it became the

best school in France; and it was Pierre, as sub-
mayon who had handed to Gouvea (1536) his
of naturalisation. " Such was he," his son
goes on? 4< and this humour of his proceeded from
a great goodness of nature; never was there a
spirit more charitable or more devoted to the peo-
ple (populaire)."

Bordeaux was Pierre's field of public action;
but Montaigne, with its "doulx air", was the
of his intimate affection.     He was con-
stantly busy altering, improving, adding to his
cherished possession:

"My father took a delight in building at Montaigne,

where he was born; and In all the ordering of domestic
affairs I love to follow his example and rules, and'I would
engage those who succeed me to do the same as far as I
am able. Could I do better for him, I would; I have my
pride in knowing that his will still operates and acts
through me. God forbid that through my handling I
should let slip any shadow of life which I could render to
so good a father! When I have concerned myself to finish
some old fragment of wall, or to repair some piece of ill-
constructed building, truly it has been more out of respect
for Ms design than for any satisfaction of my own." *

At the close of 1554 Pierre Eyquem obtained
permission from his suzerain, the Archbishop, to

* Essays, III, 9.
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